Preventing and Tackling Mental Ill Health through Green Social Prescribing Project Evaluation
Specification of Requirements
Summary

The Preventing and Tackling Mental Ill Health through Green Social Prescribing Project (Green Social Prescribing Project) will test how to increase use and connectivity to green social prescribing services in England in order to improve mental health outcomes, reduce health inequalities and reduce demand on the health and social care system. It will also test the role of government in making local systems more resilient and accessible. The Project includes:
· Development of seven local system test and learn sites (pilots) in a variety of locations across England;

· Experimental work at the national level to understand where and why there is potential for rapid growth in green social prescribing; and

· Development of a Leadership Community of local and national practitioners and partners to support, steer and help drive delivery.
The Green Social Prescribing Project involves new ways of working across government. The Project is led by Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) and Department for the Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), supported by Natural England (NE), working with NHS England (NHSE), Public Health England (PHE), Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), Cabinet Office (CO) and the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS).

The Project involves new ways of working with local partners and stakeholders in different parts of local systems to ensure solutions are co-designed and co-delivered and put citizens at the heart from the outset.
This evaluation will play a central role in the Project, in order to iteratively feed into project design and implementation throughout the funded period, and to inform wider rollout of green social prescribing following the initiative. It will help address the current lack of evidence on designing and delivering green social prescribing to achieve mental health and wellbeing outcomes. The evaluation will assess processes, outcomes and value-for-money, and improve understanding of what works, for whom, in what circumstances and why.
We envisage in-depth evaluation in each of the seven test and learn sites throughout the two years of delivery, taking account of the context in each location and working with stakeholders across the health and environment systems. We expect the pilot areas to have a geographical spread and a cross section of urban, rural and coastal sites, designated landscapes, and a range of demographic and other characteristics. Test and learn sites may have academic partners or other evaluation expertise and the national evaluation will need to complement individual test and learn site evaluations.

We anticipate lighter touch evaluation of green social prescribing in a range of other locations, to provide comparison and learn more about how green social prescribing can be scaled up in a wider range of contexts.

The evaluation will work collaboratively with national partners and local areas to co-develop the evaluation approach, and to share learning throughout the project.
Local test and learn sites will be announced in December 2020 (see the Green Social Prescribing Project pages on the GOV.UK
 and NHS England
 websites), with delivery planned in these areas from April 2021 to March 2023. The evaluation contract is expected to last just over 28 months, from March 2021 to June 2023. The following key outputs are required:

· A scoping and detailed evaluation design report in June 2021
· An interim evaluation report approximately half way through the evaluation in March 2022, and other interim outputs to align with key delivery milestones
· The final evaluation report in June 2023
Tenderers should provide proposals and costs for the full evaluation. The guide price for the evaluation is £600k-£900k and we will consider bids across this full range. Costs will be given a weighting of 25% and all tenders will need to demonstrate value for money.
The Green Social Prescribing Project and this evaluation are funded through HM Treasury’s Shared Outcomes Fund.
Defra would welcome proposals from independent bidders and consortia for this project.

Further information

The Invitation to Tender (ITT) for this project has been published at the link below:

Project Title: Shared Outcomes Fund Green Social Prescribing Project Evaluation
Publication Date: 21/12/2020

Listing Deadline: 12/02/2021 12:00

https://defra.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.html?_ncp=1427895189873.19722-1
� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/green-social-prescribing-call-for-expressions-of-interest" ��https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/green-social-prescribing-call-for-expressions-of-interest�


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.england.nhs.uk/personalisedcare/social-prescribing/green-social-prescribing" ��https://www.england.nhs.uk/personalisedcare/social-prescribing/green-social-prescribing�





1

